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Grade 9, Unit 1 Pre-assessment 

 

Read the following poem: 

“Because I could not stop for Death” (712) 

   By: Emily Dickinson 

Because I could not stop for Death –      
He kindly stopped for me –   
The Carriage held but just Ourselves –   
And Immortality. 
 
We slowly drove – He knew no haste             5 
And I had put away 
My labor and my leisure too, 
For His Civility –  
 
We passed the School, where Children strove 
At Recess – in the Ring –                               10 
We passed the Fields of Gazing Grain –   
We passed the Setting Sun –  
 
Or rather – He passed us –  
The Dews drew quivering and chill –  
For only Gossamer, my Gown –                      15 
My Tippet – only Tulle –  
 
We paused before a House that seemed 
A Swelling of the Ground –  
The Roof was scarcely visible –  
The Cornice – in the Ground –                         20 
 
Since then – 'tis Centuries – and yet 
Feels shorter than the Day 
I first surmised the Horses' Heads  
Were toward Eternity –  
 

 

Source: www.poets.org 



Multiple Choice Questions 

 

1. Which sentence best expresses a central idea of the poem? 

A) Death wants to get married. 

B) Death watches the living people. 

C) When you die, time is not important. 

D) Death stops for no one. 

 

2. Which sentence most directly contributes to the development of the central idea 

you selected? 

A) “The Carriage held but just Ourselves” (line 3) 

B) “We slowly drove – He knew no haste” (line 5) 

C) “We passed the School, where Children strove” (line 9) 
D) “The Dews drew quivering and chill” (line 14) 

           

3. What does the word “haste” mean in line 5? 

A) Bad 

B) Angry 

C) Afraid 

D) Speed 

 

4. Which characterization best describes Death in the poem? 

A) A polite gentleman 

B) An angry customer 

C) A strong speaker 

D) A careful planner 

 

5. Which line best supports your answer to number 4? 

A) “He knew no haste” 

B) “He kindly stopped for me” 

C) “Or rather- He passed us” 

D) “For His civility” 

 

 

 

 

 



Essential Questions 

6. How can I determine a theme or central idea of a narrative? 

      ________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. How can I analyze what a text says? 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. How can I write a relevant and engaging narrative? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Writing. 

Pretend you are the speaker of this poem.  Write a brief thank-you note to death 

for the carriage ride you have shared.  Thank him for the sights you saw together 

and for the way he made you feel about the idea of death.  Your note should 

include: 

 A clear voice and character for the narrator 

 A strong understanding of Death as characterized in the poem 

 Refer specifically to at least two events in the poem 

 Discuss how the speaker sees the act of dying because of her ride with 

Death 

 A command of English conventions (spelling, grammar, punctuation etc.) 

 

 



Scoring Guide: Grade 9, Unit 1 pre-assessment 

Questions 1-5: Multiple Choice  

1. C 

2. B 

3. D 

4. A 

5. B 

  

Questions 6, 7, and 8 are the standards-based Essential Questions for the unit. Review 

responses to determine what students already know and understand about the learning 

goals of the unit. 

 

 

Writing – Use Scoring Rubric below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Construct 

Measured 

Score Point 4 Score Point 3 Score Point 2 Score Point 1 Score Point 0 

Reading: 

comprehension of 

key ideas and 

details 

 

The response 

provides an 

accurate analysis 

of what the text 

says explicitly and 

inferentially and 

cites convincing 

textual evidence 

to support the 

analysis, showing 

full 

comprehension of 

complex ideas 

expressed in the 

text(s). 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: 

The letter 

convincingly 

reflects the 

characters of the 

narrator and 

Death as 

presented in the 

poem. It 

accurately 

describes sights 

included in the 

poem and depicts 

the narrator  

reacting to Death 

in a plausible way 

based on the 

poem.  

The  response 

provides an 

accurate analysis 

of what the text 

says explicitly and 

inferentially and 

cites textual 

evidence to 

support the 

analysis, showing 

extensive 

comprehension of 

ideas expressed in 

the text(s). 

 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: 

The letter depicts 

the narrator and 

Death in a 

believable way. 

The letter 

describes sights 

included in the 

poem and depicts 

the narrator 

reacting to Death 

in a way broadly 

consistent with 

her character as 

seen in the poem. 

The response 

provides a mostly 

accurate analysis 

of what the text 

says explicitly or 

inferentially and 

cited textual 

evidence, shows a 

basic 

comprehension of 

ideas expressed in 

the text(s). 

 

 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: 

The letter is 

consistent with 

the characters of 

the narrator and 

Death as  

presented in the 

poem, but offers 

no significant 

development of 

the narrator. The 

account mostly 

repeats what is 

presented in the 

poem. 

The response 

provides a 

minimally 

accurate or 

inaccurate 

analysis of what 

the text says, and 

cited textual 

evidence shows 

limited or 

inaccurate 

comprehension of 

ideas expressed in 

the text(s). 

 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: 

The letter depicts 

the narrator and 

Death in a way 

that bears little or 

no resemblance to 

the characters as 

presented in the 

passage. The 

letter displays 

little or no 

awareness of the 

characters as 

shown in the 

passage. 

No response; or 

the response is  

 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable 

 not written in 
English 

  too limited to 
evaluate. 
 

 

 

Writing: 

development of 

ideas 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

provides effective 

and 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

provides effective 

development of 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

provides some 

development of 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

develops the 

claim, topic 

No response; or 

the 

response is 

unintelligible or 



comprehensive 

development of 

the claim, topic 

and/or narrative 

elements by using 

clear and 

convincing 

reasoning, details, 

text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

consistently 

appropriate to the 

task, purpose, and 

audience. 

the claim, topic 

and/or narrative 

elements by using 

clear reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

largely 

appropriate to the 

task, purpose, and 

audience. 

the claim, topic 

and/or narrative 

elements by using 

some reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

somewhat 

appropriate to the 

task, purpose, and 

audience. 

and/or narrative 

elements 

minimally by using 

limited reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence and/or 

description; the 

development is 

limited in its 

appropriateness 

to the task, 

purpose, and/or 

audience. 

undecipherable; 

or 

 not written in 
English 

  

  too limited to 
evaluate 
 

Writing: 

organization 

The response 
demonstrates 
purposeful 
coherence, clarity, 
and cohesion and 
includes a strong 
introduction, 
conclusion, and a 
logical, well-
executed 
progression of 
ideas, making it 
easy to follow the 
writer’s 
progression of 
ideas. 
 

The response 
demonstrates a 
great deal of 
coherence, clarity, 
and cohesion, and 
includes an 
introduction, 
conclusion, and a 
logical progression 
of ideas, making it 
fairly easy to 
follow the writer’s 
progression of 
ideas. 
 

The response 

demonstrates 

some coherence, 

clarity, and/or 

cohesion, and 

includes an 

introduction, 

conclusion, and 

logically grouped 

ideas, making the 

writer’s 

progression of 

ideas usually 

discernible but not 

obvious. 

The response 

demonstrates 

limited or no 

coherence, clarity, 

and/or cohesion, 

making the 

writer’s 

progression of 

ideas somewhat 

or entirely 

unclear. 

 

No response; or 

the  

response is 

 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable 

 not written in 
English; 

  too limited to 
evaluate 
 

Writing: clarity of 

language 

 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains an 

effective style, 

while attending to 

the norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses 

precise language 

consistently, 

including 

descriptive words 

and phrases, 

sensory details, 

linking and 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains an 

effective style, 

while attending to 

the norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses 

mostly precise 

language, 

including 

descriptive words 

and phrases, 

sensory details, 

linking and 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains a mostly 

effective style, 

while attending to 

the norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses 

some precise 

language, 

including 

descriptive words 

and phrases, 

sensory details, 

linking and 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

The response has 

a style that has 

limited or 

impaired 

effectiveness, with 

limited or highly 

deficient 

awareness of the 

norms of the 

discipline.  The 

response includes 

limited if any 

descriptions, 

sensory details, 

linking or 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

tone, or domain-

No response; or 

the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable 

 not written in 
English 

 too limited to 
evaluate 
 



tone, and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

tone, and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

tone and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

specific 

vocabulary. 

Writing: 

knowledge of 

language and 

conventions 

 

 

The response 

demonstrates 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard English 

consistent with 

effectively edited 

writing. Though 

there may be a 

few minor errors 

in grammar and 

usage, meaning is 

clear throughout 

the response 

The response 

demonstrates a 

generally 

consistent 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard English. 

There are a few 

patterns of errors 

in grammar and 

usage that may 

infrequently 

impede 

understanding. 

The response 

demonstrates 

limited command 

of the conventions 

of standard 

English. There are 

multiple errors in 

grammar and 

usage 

demonstrating 

minimal control 

over language. 

There are multiple 

distracting errors 

in grammar and 

usage that 

sometimes 

impede 

understanding.  

The response 

demonstrates 

little to no 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard English. 

There are 

frequent and 

varied errors in 

grammar and 

usage, 

demonstrating 

little or no control 

over language. 

There are 

frequent 

distracting errors 

in grammar and 

usage that often 

impede 

understanding.  

No response; or 

the response is 

 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable; 

 not written in 
English 

  too limited to 
evaluate 
 

 


